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The 1940s House

Name

School %’

I Look on the timeline to work out roughly how old the house is.
(Count in tens to do this) years old

The dotted part shows 5 years. 5 Write down 3 things in the house beginning with the letter S.

| —] 1 | I | — L | | 1
| | ' | ' 1 | T U D |
1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2

INSIDE THE HOUSE UPSTAIRS 3

2 How many stairs are there? steps

3 Fill in the gaps with 2 of these words: DOWNSTAIRS
6 Complete the drawing
seary warm cold big small dark of the dog in the living room.
| think that the house is and .
4 Look in the toy box in the back =3
bedroom. £ 2 N

#H8 KS2mI7—9Y—+

4. Now go into the parent's bedroom. Find the china bottle on one of the beds.

What do you think it was used for?

5. Why do you think this would have been necessary?
CLUE: (Think how the houses were heated)

- The 1940s House © oy

is a line drawn inside the bath?

Name

School

The 1940s house is part of The Children’s War exhibitions. You will learn about how people
lived during the Second World War and discover some of the ways in which the war affected
their lives. Not everyone lived in a house like this one.

AN

I. Read the information panel by the entrance to the bedroom.

How many houses were totally destroyed by air raids? 7. What would people have used the stirrup pump for at the top of the stairs?

CLUE: (Look on the side of the bucket)
Enter the house via the upper level of The Children’s War exhibition.

You will begin in the childrens bedroom. As you walk around the house

look carefully at what is in the rooms and think about what it feels like to be inside.
Now go downstairs

2. Find the toy box in the corner of the children’s bedroom. 8.  Find the basket in the hall with 2 objects in it.What do you think is inside?
Can you name one toy made from CLUE: (Something people carried around with them to protect themselves)
ametal? ______ b.wood?
c.material ———— d.paper?

9. Look at the windows of the house.Why is there tape on the windows?

3. Make drawings of 2 of the toys in the toy box below:

10. Go into the living room. Can you find something people listened to, to find out
what was happening in the war?

Look at the kitchen. Compare it to your kitchen at home.

People did not have refrigerators during the war. They had to go shopping nearly
every day to buy food as it could not be stored for long.




®Ho KS 3

EDUCATION LARGE EXHIBITS GALLERY

SERy/1CE SECOND WORLD WAR

Name School

Each war brings with it the need to develop technologically superior military equipment.This can be
seen in the large exhibits from the Second World War: a diverse range that bears testimony to a

massive scale of conflict.

1 Find the VI and V2 missiles on the left of the
gallery and watch the films about them.
a What year were these weapons first launched

on Britain?

Hitler called these his ‘reprisal weapons!

What is the German word for this!

Why do you think they were considered so terrifying!

You will find the ‘Little Boy' atomic bomb towards the back of the gallery.
Approximately how many casualties were there when a bomb of this type was dropped
on Hiroshima on August 6 19457 (Compare these figures with the 3 killed and 10 injured
by the first V2 that fell on London less than a year earlier)
Killed

Injured

Describe the scene shown in the photograph of

Hiroshima on the right.

Why do you think attitudes towards war could never be the same again?

Like ‘Little Boy’ other exhibits have interesting and sometimes affectionate nicknames.

Write down three examples from the exhibits on display.

Why might these have been given such names?

8  Take a close look at the LRDG Chevrolet 30 cwt truck in front.

a  Note down the ways in which it has been changed for desert warfare.

b Why might such a truck have been used rather than a vehicle designed especially for army use?

9  Now walk through the fuselage section of the Halifax bomber.

a  What do you think conditions would have been like when the plane was loaded and in flight?

b Why do you think this and the neighbouring Lancaster are painted black?

10 Look at the cockpit from the Japanese Zero-Sen fighter plane and read the caption.
a  What is the name given to the particular pilots who flew these planes in suicide attacks

against the Allies?

b With your classmates, discuss how these men would have felt and why they would have

“agreed to the task.Write down your thoughts.

Find the remains of Rudolf Hess's Messerschmidt |10 aeroplane.

a  Who was Hess and what was he hoping to achieve by flying to Scotland?

b Do you think he deserved to be sentenced to life imprisonment? Explain.

NOW GO UP TO THE TOP FLOOR.

- 40TI—5Y—F

€ You might have noticed that some exhibits have cartoon characters painted on them. Do
you think it is good to give military models affectionate nicknames and paint them with such

images? Explain your answer.

4 Camouflage colours are one way in which you can work out where an exhibit was originally
deployed.

a  Whyis camouflage so important?

b Locate two pieces of Second World War military equipment, one used in North Africa and

one used in Eastern Europe.Write down their names.

You may wish to look out for different types of camouflage as you go through the exhibition.

5 The red cross jeep is a type of vehicle which was widely used in the Second World War.

a  What kind of modern vehicle does it remind you of?

b Although this jeep belonged to the British Red Cross, how can you tell from looking inside

that it was made in the United States?

6 Look at the German one-man Biber submarine and the Italian ‘Human Torpedo’.
What basic difference is there between the two that would have affected underwater

conditions for the crewman!

NOW TAKE THE STAIRS UP TO THE FIRST FLOOR.

7 Hung up on the back wall of the gallery is the Cockle Mark Il canoe.
a  Why was it designed to be collapsible?

b Why do you think the ‘Cockleshell Heroes’ were considered so brave!

12 Look at the three prized Second World War fighter planes in front. The British Spitfire is on the
left, the German Focke-Wulf 190 on the right and the American P-51 Mustang in the centre.

a  See if you can match the planes above to the illustrations below - these aircraft recognition
silhouettes were used to train pilots to identify different types of plane at a glance.

A B c

A b In addition to camouflage and
silhouette recognition, what else
did a pilot see that helped him
c to identify which country a plane
- came from? Draw an example
from one of these three planes.

¢ Now read the technical specifications relating to these planes (at the foot of the main

caption text). Which three automobile manufacturers made their engines?

d Which plane would you prefer to pilot and why?

13 Use the following check-list to say how well you think the Large Exhibits Gallery, as a whole,

reflects the reality of war.

Good | Fair | Poor |  What other kinds of exhibit would you need to see to complete the
plcture! If you have time, you may wish to look for examples in the
Lower Ground Floor displays.

Conditions In batdle

Design and technology

Production of weapons
and vehicles

Strategies and campaigns.

People’s feelings and opinions

Destruction and loss of life




